
Does your CPA Firm need a WA State CPA License? 
 

Does the firm

 have an office 

located in 

Washington?

Do all individuals assigned 

to do the work 

hold an active CPA license, 

from a substantially equivalent state 

or jurisdiction, to perform 

the type of work 

requested by the Washington 

Client?

Does the firm 

have a valid CPA Firm license

 in the state from which 

the individuals doing the work for the 

Washington client 

have their 

principal place 

of business? 

Does the firm 

use the title “CPA,” 

“Certified Public Accountants,” or

 “CPA firm,” 

or 

perform audits, reviews, compilations, 

examination of perspective financial 

information, 

PCAOB audits or other professional services 

for which a report expressing assurance 

is prescribed by 

professional 

standards? 

Does the firm perform 

work for a client with a home 

office in 

Washington?

Does the type

 of work performed

 fall under the 

following definitions?

à Any audit or other engagement to be 

performed in accordance with the statements 

on auditing standards;

à  Any examination of prospective financial 

information to be performed in accordance with 

the statements on standards for attestation 

engagements; and 

à Any engagement to be performed in 

accordance with the public company 

accounting 

oversight board 

auditing 

standards.

The firm does not need a 

Washington State CPA Firm 

License.

Firm must have a Washington 

State Firm License!

Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

Yes

No

No

Yes

Yes

No

No

 
 Does the firm need to register/license with other Washington State agencies? 
The firm may need to register with other Washington State agencies, such as the Department of Revenue. For 
information go to “Doing Business” in Washington State. 

http://access.wa.gov/business/

